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Reference Material
For
Town of Bethel Town Meeting

Tuesday, June 9, 2026, and Wednesday June 10, 2026

Secret Ballot Election June 9, 2026, from 8:00 AM to 8:00 PM
American Legion Mundt-Allen Post 81, 85 Vernon Street, Bethel, Maine

Annual Town Meeting, June 10, 2026, at 6:00 PM
Crescent Park School Gymnasium
19 Crescent Street
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A Citizen’s Guide to Town Meeting

Town Warrant

Explanations for Town Warrant Articles

Article 3: Code Chapter 5, Administration, §5-21-C
Article 4: Code Chapter 5, Administration, §5-37-C
Article 5: Code Chapter 5, Administration, §5-40-C
Article 38: MRS Title 36, §944

Article 39: MRS Title 23, §2953

Article 40: MRS Title 36, §506-A

Article 40: Interest Rate on Delinquent Property Taxes
Article 42: MRS Title 36, §506

Summary and Line-Item Budgets
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WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME YOU...
» gttended a Town Meeting?
» stayed for the whole meeting?
+ gsked a question during the meeting?
« proposed an amendment to an article?
+ asked the select board to include an article
in the warrant?

This guide to Town Meeting is offered to those who
have never attended before and do not know what
the word “article” means. It is also meant to help
voters who have attended but were reluctant to ask
a question for fear of sounding “silly." Either way,
the idea is for voters to attend, participate and un-
derstand Town Meetings in Maine, which represent
a fundamental and important part of governance.
Local government really does begin with you.

WHAT HAPPENS AT TOWN MEETING?

Town Meeting serves many of the same functions
as the Legislature in Augusta and the Congress in
Washington, D.C., passing laws and adopting bud-
gets. But Town Meeting is more than just the “legis-
lature;” it is also the "electorate,” electing the select
board members and other town officials. In fact,
under state law, the only thing required of the an-
nual town meeting is the election of the municipal
officials.

Elections may occur in two ways. The traditional way
is to nominate officials from the floor of the meet-
ing and to vote by a show of hands or by writing
names on a paper ballot. A more recent way (1890)
is to require candidates to declare their candidacies
prior to the Town Meeting by taking out nomination
papers. Voting is then done by secret ballot in the
privacy of a voting booth.

Unlike the state Legislature and Congress, Town
Meeting is not a representative body. It's just what
it says it is: a meeting in which participation is the
right and responsibility of every voter. Some say
Town Meeting is the “purest form of democracy” be-
cause citizens, not their representatives, participate
directly in the making of laws and the raising and
spending of their taxes.

Since colonial times, the Town Meeting has been a
staple of local government in New England. Today,
in Maine, most towns still operate under the Town
Meeting form of government.
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WHY SHOULD | PARTICIPATE IN TOWN MEETING?
The best and perhaps most colorful answer to this
question appeared in the Biddeford Journal Tribune
in March 1994:

“If you ask why town meetings are so poorly attend-
ed, people will tell you they go if there's something
exciting on the warrant. They've been watching too
much television. When it comes to doing your civic
duty (which is the key to accountability in self-gov-
ernment) there's no room for channel surfing. On
town meeting day, town meeting is the only show in
town.

"Or they'll say town meeting is held at the wrong time,
or that there are too many issues decided by secret
ballot, or that the selectmen do what they want no
matter what people say. Well, the way to get things
changed (including town meeting scheduling and se-
cret ballot votes) is to attend town meeting and put
up a fuss. And it's no wonder the selectmen and other
officials take control of municipal affairs. Somebody
must....

“The purest form of democracy is participatory de-
mocracy, in which you put your butt in the chair at the
meeting house or the high school gym and you have
your say and you cast your vote on every last blessed
item on the warrant...You might slip out for a coffee,
but you don't slip out for the whole day. If you do,
your part of the problem and somebody else is going
to solve it..."

DO | HAVE TO KNOW PARLIAMENTARY
PROCEDURE TO PARTICIPATE?

No. That's why you elect a moderator at the opening
of the meeting. The moderator is familiar with par-
liamentary procedure and is there to keep the meet-
ing moving forward properly until all the “articles” or
items of business have been acted upon. Voters may
not talk without being recognized by the moderator.
You should direct all your guestions to the modera-
tor. If an item of business is not on the “warrant,” the
name given to the list of articles, Town Meeting can-
not act on it.

To approve an article: It is customary for the moder-
ator to read the article aloud and ask if someone will
make a motion on the article; usually someone will re-
spond by saying “l| move the article;” the moderator
then asks, “Is there is a second?” Someone will usually
respond, “I second the motion.”

This formality sets the stage for the discussion that
follows. The moderator then rereads the motion and
calls for a vote. It is best not to make a negative mo-



tion because people get confused when a "yes” vote
means "no.” The best approach, if you oppose an ar-
ticle, is to move the article and vote against it.

To amend an article: Sometimes, during the dis-
cussion, someone will propose a change. For ex-
ample, in a so-called “open-ended” money article,
they may want to increase or decrease the amount
of money recommended by the budget committee
or selectboard. The amendment must be seconded;
there must also be an opportunity to discuss the
amendment before voting on it. If the amendment
passes, then the motion, as amended, is voted on.
If the amendment does not pass, and there are no
further amendments, then the original motion is vot-
ed upon.

It should be noted that amendments to so-called
“capped” money articles - articles in which the
amount of money is contained in the actual wording
of the article - are limited: The amount may only be
decreased. Also, ordinances may not be amended
from the floor; the vote on an ordinance must be up
or down with no amendment.

Also, over the years Town Meeting moderators
and Town Meeting practices themselves may have
evolved in ways that are slightly different from what
happens in the town next door. That is to be expect-
ed with o practice that has been around for more
than 200 years! This also makes it easier for you to
ask questions about protocol during Town Meetings
that you attend. Many people do so by raising their
hands, saying “point of order” and then asking a
polite procedural question of the moderator.

WILL | SEEM SILLY IF | ASK QUESTIONS?

No. Most articles in the warrant are less than brief
and are written to comply with legal requirements.
Which is to say, many articles are not self-explanato-
ry. That's why some towns include a reader-friendly
"explonation” along with the article. But even if your
town does this, if you want or need more information
before you vote, you have a duty to ask for it. Voting
for something you do not understand is worse than
not voting at all. Most likely your neighbor has the
same questions you do. Once you break the ice with
your question, others will feel more comfortable
asking their questions. Some of the commonly asked
questions are:

» How much did we spend last year on this? How
does this compare with last year and can you
explain the difference?

+ Can we set up a committee to study this? |
don't think the town has enough information to
vote on this article.

» Should we establish a reserve account and
build for this instead of borrowing money or
raising taxes this year?

» Are we taking too much from surplus? How
much will this leave us with in surplus?

» |s this ordinance really necessary? What's really
the problem?

« Why is work being done on the “___ Road" this
year?

Some tips for asking questions: Keep your ques-
tions short and to the point. Ask one question at a
time. Direct your questions to the moderator. Don't
interrupt the person who is trying to answer your
question. Don't get personal.

SUPPOSE | DON'T WANT PEOPLE TO KNOW
MY VOTE?
There are several methods of voting used at town
meeting:
» Voice vote (yeas and nays)
» Show of hands (when a voice vote is
questioned)
« Standing vote (if the show of hands is
indecisive)
= Division of the house (the most decisive of the
first four methods; the moderator asks those
voting in the affirmative to move to one side of
the room and those voting in the negative to
move to the other)

Some people say it makes them uncomfortable
when they are asked to raise their hands to vote at
town meeting; they don’t want their neighbors to
know how they are voting on certain issues. If that is
the case, there is a fifth method of voting that takes
care of that:

Written ballot (not to be confused with statutory se-
cret ballots that must be prepared ohead of time
and are used when voting is done at the polls.) By
law, the moderator, selectboard, and school board
members must be elected by written ballot. How-
ever, any voter can move that any other article be
voted on by written ballot, at any time before the
article is voted upon. The motion must be seconded,
and no discussion is allowed before voting on the
motion to vote by written ballot. Some argue that it
takes too much time to vote by written ballot.
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SUPPOSE | DON'T WANT TO VOTE ON A
PARTICULAR ARTICLE?

There is nothing in the law that requires you to vote,
and you should know that. Your non-vote is not con-
sidered a negative vote, But you should be clear why
you dare not voting.

* Is it because you think you are the only one
to vote as you will and you don't want to call
attention to yourself? Call for a written ballot.

* Is it because you aren’t sure how you want
to vote because you haven't got enough
information? Ask questions.

» |s it because you think the real issue hasn't
been addressed? You can say so.

While the decision to vote is yours alone to make, re-
member democracy is about having and respecting
differences of opinion. It is also about asking ques-
tions. It is about casting an informed vote. It is also
about becoming part of the solution.

The law, however, is quite clear when it comes to
"absentee” voting. There is no absentee voting
during a traditional open town meeting. It is only
permissible when an item is being considered by se-
cret ballot referendum.

HOW CAN | PREPARE FOR TOWN MEETING?

Most towns publish a draft of the warrant in their an-
nual report. The official copy of the warrant is post-
ed in ot least one conspicuous location in the town
7 days prior to the meeting. Copies will be available
from the municipal clerk, and may be posted on the
town's website. Get a copy before the meeting and
read it. If you have questions, you may wish to ask
them of the manager or select board members be-
fore the meeting. But some of the answers may be
found in that section of the annual report that indi-
cates in detail the various spending accounts and
how much was spent in the previous year; compare
it with what is being requested this year. Also look
to see how much money is in the so-called “surplus”
or undesignated funds account.

ASIDE FROM RUNNING FOR OFFICE, HOW CAN |
GET MORE INVOLVED?
There are at least two ways:

Become o member of the budget committee. These

committees are granted special and early access to
the proposed budget. Their roles, with a few excep-
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tions, are advisory. Your town may or may not have
a budget committee; there is no law requiring it to
have one. However, towns that do say they serve as
a “piece of Town Meeting" or that they serve as a
"pre-Town Meeting.” If an item is not acceptable to
the budget committee, it often will not be accept-
able to the voters. Ideal committees are critical, not
adversarial. Above all, they should not be rubber
stamps. Some argue that budget committees where
everything is thrashed out in advance make for
bland town meetings; they argue that town meeting
is the “ultimate form of budget committee.” Members
are either elected or appointed to the committee.
Seeking appointment to your town's Planning Board
or Board of Appeals is another way to get involved.

Propose an article for the warrant. If you feel there
is something you would like Town Meeting to con-
sider, such as the creation of a budget committee
or the hiring of an administrative assistant, you can
approach the selectboard with your idea and ask
them to put it on the warrant. They may agree to do
so, or they may ask you to indicate support for the
idea by circulating a petition to have the particular
(stated) article in the warrant. According to state
law, the petition must be signed by the number of
registered town voters equal to at least 10 percent
of the number of votes cast for governor in the last
election. The selectboard is not required to put it on
the warrant if the article seeks something that is be-
yond the legal powers of the town.

WHAT DO THE FOLLOWING WORDS MEAN?

Amendment. This is technically o secondary motion
and must be acted on before the main motion is vot-
ed upon. It must be seconded and allowed for dis-
cussion before it is voted upon.

Annual meeting. This is the meeting at which mu-
nicipal officers and other officials are elected. No
law requires that the annual municipal budget be
approved at this meeting, although many towns do
so. A “special” town meeting is any other meeting
called by the selectboard.

Annual report. The annual report must be available
at least three days before the annual meeting or the
annual budget (business) meeting. It must contain
the following: a record of all financial transactions
during the past fiscal year, a statement of assets
and liabilities, including a list of all delinquent tax-
payers and the amount due from each, and portions
of the audit.



Audit. An examination of the financial statements
of a municipality by a public accountant to see if
they fairly reflect the financial conditions of the mu-
nicipality. State law requires that audits be conduct-
ed annually.

“Capped” money article vs. open-ended money
articles. This is an article in the warrant which states
an amount to be raised ("To see if the Town will
vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $10,000").
Capped articles can only be reduced by amend-
ment. They cannot be increased like open-ended
articles ("To see what sum the town will vote to raise
and appropriate.”).

Excise tax. There is a motor vehicle excise tox and
a watercraft excise tax. They are imposed for the
privilege of operating the equipment on public ways
and waters.

Home rule. It is the constitutionally guaranteed
right of towns and cities to adopt and amend their
charters, choose their forms of government, and
adopt laws that are not already covered by state
law or which state law does not prohibit municipali-
ties from adopting. Home rule is intended to ensure
local control.

Mandates. These are federal or state laws that re-
guire local governments to undertake specific ac-
tions or provide specific services. For instance, the
requirement that municipalities build salt-sand stor-
age sheds is a mandate that must be paid for with
local funds as well as state funds. In 1990, Maine
passed a law to require state funding of future man-
dates.

Ordinance. A law or a regulation enacted by a mu-
nicipal government, usually targeting a specific sub-
ject, as in a dog-control ordinance, a parking ordi-
nance, or a zoning ordinance, Most ordinances (less
than 10 pages) must be posted with the warrant in a
public place at least seven days before Town Meet-
ing. No ordinance may be amended on the floor of
Town Meeting; it may only be voted up or down in
its entirety.

Overdraft. To be avoided if possible. It's when the
audit indicates that the amount spent on an item
turns out to be greater than that approved by Town
Meeting. It is indicated by a parentheses () around
the amount.

Revenues and expenditures. Revenue is a fancy
word for incoming monies. Most of the money spent
by town meeting comes from property taxes; oth-
er monies come from excise taxes on vehicles, and
from the state in the form of revenue sharing and
road assistance. "Expenditure” is a fancy word for
outgoing money or on what the money is spent;
most of the money is spent on schools, roads, and
solid waste disposal.

Surplus. Also known as "undesignated” or “unap-
propriated fund balance” It often results from not
spending monies that were approved; it also results
from receiving more revenues than expected. There
can be a tendency to “raid surplus” instead of rais-
ing taxes. But surplus is not a savings account; it is
an "operating cushion” to be used only in times of
emergency, say some. There is no state or federal
law requiring a minimum amount of surplus that
must be maintained; however, your Town's auditor
may have a recommendation. If you do dip into it
one year, make sure you build it up again the next
vear. Only the Town Meeting can authorize the
spending of surplus.

Secret ballot. The clerk prepares this for use at the
polling place in secret (Australian) ballot elections,
which can be for referendum questions (issues) as
well as for candidates. Open town meeting towns
become secret ballot towns by a Town Meeting vote
to adopt secret ballot voting at least 90 days be-
fore the annual meeting. There are several towns in
Maine that act on their entire warrant by secret bal-
lot; many others use secret balloting for large ticket
items, like bond issues.

Tax anticipation note (TAN). Often referred to as
“hired money," it is money borrowed from a bank to
run the town while waiting for taxes to be collected.
Towns that collect taxes only once a year are the
greatest users of this; towns that have two tox col-
lections a year and therefore an earlier flow of cash
into the town coffers usually do not have to rely on
hired money. No Town Meeting vote is required to
authorize the selectboard to take out a TAN.

Tax rate. The tax rate determines how much you
pay in property taxes. It is stated in “so many dollars
per thousand dollars of valuation.” For example, in
o town with o tax rate of $14 per thousand dollars,
the owner of a house valued at $100,000 would pay
$1,400 (514 x 100) in taxes.
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To raise. A vote to raise a sum of money is a vote
to get the money through municipal taxation of real
and personal property. Typically, the motion is “to
raise and appropriate” the money for some stated
purpose identified in the article.

To see what sum. An article that asks “to see what
sum” is said to be an open-ended article and sig-
nals the need for someone to make a motion to set
an amount for the discussion. Often the selectboard
and the budget committee recommend on the war-
rant the amount that they think is in the best interest
of the town.

Warrant. The written notice, signed by at least
a majority of the selectboard, which calls a town
meeting and lists all the articles oritems of business
which will be voted on at the meeting. It must be
posted in at least one public and conspicuous place
in the town at least seven days before the town
meeting.

WHAT ARE THE DIFFERENT FORMS OF TOWN
MEETING GOVERNMENT?

Town Meeting-Selectboard
Thisisthemostcommonform. Thisformof government
relies on o selectboard to function as the executive
arm administering, enforcing, and carrying out the
decisions made by the town meeting. Some towns
find that a part-time selectboard is not enough and
that a full-time manager is too much, so they hire an
administrative assistant to the selectboard.

Town Meeting-Selectperson-Manager

This is the second most common form of local gov-
ernment in Maine. As municipalities grow, and as
state and federal regulations increase in number
and complexity, many municipalities have hired a
manager to administer the town’s government. Un-
der this form, the select board continues to serve
as the town's executive body; the difference is that
now they have an administrator to oversee the daily
operations of the municipality so the board can at-
tend more to issuves of policy.

Town Meeting-Council-Manager

In this variation, the legislative functions of govern-
ment are shared between the town meeting and
an elected council. The exact delegation of powers
differs from one municipality to another and is de-
termined by a municipal charter. The most common
scendrio is to have the town meeting vote on the
budget while the council tends to all the other legis-
lative functions.
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The Maine Municipal Association (MMA)
is a voluntary membership organization
offering an array of professional services to

municipalities and other local

governmental entities in Maine.

MMA is a non-profit, non-partisan
organization governed by an
Executive Committee elected from its

member municipalities.

Founded in 1936, MMA is one of
49 state municipal leagues that,
together with the National League of Cities,
are recognized at all governmental levels
or providing valuable services and

advocating for collective municipal interests.



Notes for Voters on Town Meeting Procedure
2021 MMA Legal Services Moderator's Manual

RULES OF PROCEDURE, IN GENERAL.

It is important to understand two core concepts. First, rules of procedure are not rules of law. Their
purpose is to facilitate the conduct of the meeting, and courts will usually uphold o moderator’s
decision and the actions of a meeting unless clear unfairness or error resulting in misunderstanding
or confusion has actually affected the vote. Second, questions about appropriate procedure or the
outcome of a vote should be addressed in the meeting itself (see the discussion of "appeal” and
“challenge” below). If questionable decisions or determinations of the vote are not brought to the
moderator's attention and addressed on the spot, a court may decline to review the issue later, even
where it would otherwise be appropriate for judicial review.

DISTINGUISHING OR SEPARATING VOTERS AND NON-VOTERS.
Please respect any measures in effect for distinguishing or separating voters from non-voters.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT.

To expedite procedure, the moderator may from time to time invite or suggest that the meeting give
"unanimous consent” to proceeding in a certain way. Cooperation where you can freely give it will
vsually save time and avoid unnecessary complication, but if you do not wish to give consent simply
call out “"Objection” or "l object” when the moderator asks for unanimous consent. The moderator
may then suggest or invite a motion and vote on procedure and you will then have the opportunity to
speak in opposition to the procedure.

RULES OF DEBATE.

Maine law makes three rules: (1) a person may not speak without being

recognized by the moderator; (2) everyone shall be silent at the moderator’'s command; and (3)
a person who is not a town voter may not speak without the consent of two-thirds of the voters
present. 30-A M.R.S. § 2524.

In addition, the moderator may ask that one or more of the following rules be observed, and may
invoke others to maintain good order and decorum.

» Raise your hand or stand, as directed by the moderator, to be recognized, and then state your
name and what you would like to do.

+ Stand while speaking unless otherwise directed or authorized by the moderator.

s Refrain from making negative metions (e.g., “| move that Article 16 be defeated™).

« After a motion has been made and seconded, the moderator will open the floor for discussion.
The moderator may call on the Selectmen or other sponsors of an article to speak first on a main
motion (a motion to approve an article as printed, for example). Thereafter, the affirmative side
speaks.

» A person who makes a motion is entitled but not required to be the first speaker on the motion
and may not vote against the motion but may seek consent to withdraw it.

» A person seconding a motion may both speak against it and vote against it.

» Do not make a speech and conclude it with a motion: rather, moke the motion and then speak to

it after it has been seconded and put to floor debate by the moderator.

Address all remarks and all guestions to the moderator alone.

» Remarks must be relevant to the motion. Debate will generally alternate between those in favor
and those opposed. No one should address the same subject more than twice without the
express permission of the moderator.

e

continued on next page
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*+ The meeting may establish a time limit per speaker per question and an overall time limit on @
motion.

* No one may speak a second time until all who wish to speak a first time have done so.

* Speak to the issue, not to the person, and do not question motives or speak ill of another.
Profanity is out of order.

* Do not read from any document except the warrant without first obtaining the moderator's
consent.

* Listen attentively, do not whisper in the seats, and do not interrupt a speaker.

* Take conversation outside, and mute all but emergency workers' cell phones.

NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS.

No second is required for a nomination, but the moderator may request or require a candidate’s
consent to run (and if elected to serve), as a safeguard not only against the possibility that a nominee
who is present will decide not to accept an office once won, but also as a safeguard against election
of an absent person who when notified decdlines the office.

WRITTEN BALLOT.

State low requires the moderator, selectmen, and school committee members to be elected by written
ballot, even if there is only one nominee. On motion and a majority of votes cast, or by unanimous
consent, the meeting can determine to require written ballot voting on other offices or on any business
or other article on the warrant. Do not fold, and do not allow another to fold, your ballot together with
another, or they may both be invalidated.

APPEAL.
A voter who thinks it appropriate to follow a procedure other than one announced by the moderator
may seek to be recognized and then move a procedure the voter believes more appropriate.

METHODS OF VOTING.
These are, in increasing order of certainty (and, for most, of the time required): voice vote, show of
hands, rising (or standing) vote, division of the house, and written ballot vote.

CHALLENGE.

A voter who thinks the moderator has not correctly determined the outcome of a voice or other
vote short of an actual count and who wishes to challenge the moderator’s determination should
immediately seek to be recognized, and when recognized, say “l doubt it” The moderator will then
determine whether at least six other voters agree. If se, the moderator will make the determination
more certain by using a designated other method of voting.
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TOWN OF BETHEL
SECRET BALLOT ELECTION
AND
TOWN MEETING WARRANT

Tuesday, June 9, 2026
and
Wednesday, June 10, 2026

Secret Ballot Election June 9, 2026, from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
American Legion Mundt-Allen Post 81
85 Vernon Street, Bethel, Maine

e e e ot o B e b

Town Meeting June 10, 2026
6:00 p.m.
Crescent Park School Gymnasium
19 Crescent Street, Bethel, Maine



TOWN OF BETHEL
WARRANT

To Kristy Aguilar, a resident of the Town of Bethel in the County of Oxford.

GREETINGS:

In the name of the State of Maine, you are hereby required to notify and warn the inhabitants of
the Town of Bethel, in said County and State, qualified by law to vote in Town affairs, to meet
at the American Legion Mundt-Allen Post 81, 85 Vernon Street, in said Town on Tuesday, the
9th day of June, A.D. 2026 at eight o’clock in the forenoon, then and there to act upon Article 1
and by secret ballot on Article 2 as set out below; the polling hours therefore to be from 8:00
a.m. until 8:00 p.m.

And, to notify and warn said inhabitants to meet in person at the Crescent Park School
Gymnasium, 19 Crescent Street in said Town on Wednesday the 10'™® of June, A.D. 2026 at
6:00 p.m., then and there to act on Article 3 through 48 as set out below, to wit:

Article 1. To elect, by written ballot, a moderator to preside at said meeting.

Article 2. To elect all Municipal Officers, Assessors, and School Board Directors that are
required to be elected.

SSSSSEESSIDEEEEIEEEE

Article 3. To see if the Town will vote to amend Code Chapter 5. Administration, §5-21-C:
The Town Manager shall have the power to appoint, and remove as necessary, the
various department heads and all Town employees in accordance with provisions
of Title 30-A of the Maine Revised Statutes, Section 2636 and the Personnel
Policy.

Article 4. To see if the Town will vote to amend Code Chapter 5. Administration, §5-37-C:
Expenditures shall be summarized by department. For the purpose of this
configuration, departments of Assessing, Town Clerk, Finance and Planning and
Development _will be considered _subdepartment expenditures of one
Administrative Budget. Subdepartment expenditures shall be further broken
down and presented in a line-item format, with categorical consistency and
uniformity across all departments, to the extent it is practical. Those expenditures
which cannot be classified within a department summary shall nevertheless be
grouped with expenditures of generally common purpose, or identified separately,
as determined by the Town Manager. In all cases, the presentation of
expenditures within the budget shall be clear and concise.




Article 5.

Article 6.

Article 7.

Article 8.

Article 9.

Article 10.

Article 11.

Article 12.

Article 13.

To see if the Town will vote to amend Code Chapter 5. Administration. §5-40:
The warrant of the Annual Town Meeting shall also be prepared to include
separate articles for each departmental appropriation. — Nondepartmental
appropriations of similar purpose may be grouped into a single warrant article, at
the discretion of the Select Board. : i et

i i : Except for the

Administrative Budget as referenced in §5-37.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $792,893 for the

Administration Department. The Administration Department includes the Town

Manager, Town Clerk, Assessor, Finance, Planning and CEO. (FY26: $738,124).
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $10,904 for the
Animal Control Department. (FY26: $10,867).
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $695,950 for the
Oxford County Patrol Coverage. (FY26: $673,865).
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend putting the article on the
warrant.
Select Board Do Not Recommend Approval.
Budget Committee Recommend Approval.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $324,524 for the
Fire Department. (FY26: $322,966).
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $637,452 for the
Ambulance Department. (FY26: $617,849).
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $567,271 for the
Solid Waste Department. (FY26: $592,473).
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $200,000 for the
disposal fee of Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) collected in Casella Dumpsters and
MSW picked up curbside by Casella. (Note: The customer will pay Casella for
the curbside and dumpster service). (FY26: $300,000).

Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $809,897 for the
Public Works Department. (FY26: $781,859).
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.



Article 14.

Article 15.

Article 16.

Article 17.

Article 18.

Article 19.

Article 20.

Article 21.

Article 22.

Article 23.

Article 24.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $34,598 for the
Town Office Facility. (FY26: $35,965).
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $29,090 for the
Fire Station Facility. (FY26: $27,460).
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $19,400 for the
Town Garage Facility. (FY26: $22,300).
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $18,780 for the
Ambulance Building Facility. (FY26: $19,670).
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $4,000 for
General Assistance. (FY26: $4,000).
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $105,179 for the
Recreation Department. (FY26: $77,344).
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $9,539 for
Angevine Park. (FY26: $15,007).
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $21,150 for the
Fountain, Park, and Cemetery. (FY26: §17,735).
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $22,500 for the
Bethel Library. (FY26: $20,500).
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $15,000 for the
Museums of the Bethel Historical Society for operations. (FY26: $15,000).
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $600 for the
Museums of the Bethel Historical Society for a band for the July 4™ Picnic.
(FY26: $600).

Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.



Article 25,

Article 26.

Article 27.

Article 28.

Article 29.

Article 30.

Article 31.

Article 32.

Article 33.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $20,000 for the
Food Pantry District Exchange. (FY26: $20,000).
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $1,000 for
Project Graduation. (FY26: $1,000).
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $1,200 for the
Age Friendly Community Initiative (AFCI). (FY26: $1,200).
Select Board Recommend, Budget Committee Doesn’t Recommend Approval.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $4,000 for
Seniors Plus. (FY26: $4,000).
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $4,000 for
Community Concepts. (FY26: $4,900).
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $2,212 for
Andwell Health Partners, (formerly Androscoggin Home Healthcare.

(FY26: No Request).

Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $750 for the
Cancer Center of Western Maine. (FY26: No Request).
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $53,750 for
Municipal Property & Casualty Insurance. (FY26: $52,200).
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $796,3 06 for
Employee Benefits. (FY26: $623,590).

Health Insurance $454,136
Worker’s Compensation $ 49,500
Unemployment Insurance $ 3,000
Social Security/FICA $135,449
Paid Family Medical Leave $ 8,853
MEPERS Retirement $ 89,276
FD Accident & Sickness Ins. $ 1,650
Rescue Medical, MEPERS, Taxes § 54.442

$796,306

Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.



Article 34,

Article 35.

Article 36.

Article 37.

Article 38.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $196,033 for the
Airport Department. (FY26: $282,688).
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $1,049,225 for
Capital Improvements. (FY26: $1,283,850).
PWD Vehicle Reserve

PWD Equipment Reserve

TS Buildings & Grounds Reserve

Rescue Vehicle & Equipment Reserve
Rescue Buildings & Grounds Reserve

Fire Dept Vehicle Reserve

Fire Dept Equipment Reserve

Fire Dept Buildings & Grounds Reserve 20,000
Airport Equipment/Building/Grounds Reserve 22,000

$ 135,000

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$
Town Share of MEDOT Sidewalk Grants $ 80,225

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

25,000
30,000
100,000
10,000
125,000
5,000

Town Share of FAA/MEDOT Grant Reserve 12,500
Office Equipment Reserve 5,000
Revaluation Reserve 22,500
Comprehensive Plan Update 40,000

Cemetery Restoration Reserve 15,000
Road Improvements 367,000
Drainage Improvements 10,000

25,000
1,049,225

Sidewalk Maintenance
Total Capital Improvements

Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.

To see if the Town will vote to appropriate and spend the overlay generated
during the 2027 fiscal year to pay for tax abatements.

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select Board or the Town Manager,
acting in concurrence with said Select Board, to accept and expend, on behalf of
the Town, Federal and/or State funds which may be received, from time to time,
in the form of grants or for any other purpose, including, but not limited to
Municipal Revenue Sharing, Local Road Assistance, State Aid to Education, State
Aid per capita, Civil Emergency Funds, Snowmobiling Registration money, Tree
Growth Reimbursement money, General Assistance Reimbursement, Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG), Economic Development Administration
(EDA) grants, Federal Emergency Management Administration (FEMA) grants,
Northern Border Regional Commission (NBRC) grants, U.S. Fire Administration
grants, and to act on anything relative thereto.

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Treasurer to waive the automatic
foreclosure of a tax lien mortgage by recording a waiver of foreclosure at the



Article 39.

Article 40.

Article 41.

Article 42.

Article 43.

Article 44.

Article 45.

Article 46.

Article 47.

Registry of Deeds in which the tax lien certificate is recorded prior to the
expiration of the right of redemption pursuant to 36 M.R.S. §944 upon a finding
by the Select Board that ownership of the property that is subject to the tax lien
mortgage would be contrary to the Town’s best interest.

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select Board to make final

determinations regarding the closing or opening of roads for winter maintenance
pursuant to 23 M.R.S. § 2953.

To see if the Town will vote to establish the rate of interest at 3.0% for those who

have received an abatement or have overpaid their taxes for the fiscal year 2026-
2027 pursuant to 36 M.R.S. §506-A.

To see if the Town will permit the Tax Collector or the designee to waive
unintentional tax interest payment shortages in an amount not to exceed $5.00.

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Tax Collector to accept prepayments
of taxes not yet committed and to pay no interest on those prepayments in
accordance with 36 M.R.S. §506.

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select Board to spend unexpended
FY2026 Capital Improvement Road Funds, and any other previous years’ Capital
Improvement Road Funds, to fund remaining projects on the Road Improvement
List.

To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the franchise fees received from the
cable companies to Western Hills Access Television (W.H.A.T.) to broadcast
local content and continue to keep the station running for the benefit of the
Greater Community.

To see if the Town will appropriate 100% of State snowmobile refund to the
Greenstock Snow Sports Snowmobile Club for the purpose of maintaining
snowmobile trails connecting West Bethel to Bryant Pond and beyond. Such
maintenance is to be performed only with the landowners’ permission and only on
trails that are open for public use.

Note: Estimate $1,000.

To see if the Town will appropriate from Undesignated Fund balance the
overdrafts to Town Accounts as of June 30, 2026.

To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $500,000 from its
Undesignated Fund balance to reduce the FY2027 property tax commitment.
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.



Article 48.  To see if the Town will accept estimated revenues, including, but not limited to,
federal, state, local, non-property tax revenues, and undesignated donations, to
reduce the FY2027 property tax commitment, as described below.

Category Estimated 2027 Category Estimated 2026
Auto Excise $750,000 Alirport Snow Removal $ 9,000
Interest on Taxes $ 20,000 Airport Hangar Leases $ 8,000
Investment Interest $ 90,000 Airport Misc Revenue $ 1,000
Town Clerk Fees $ 6,000 Maine Energy Mortgage $ 41,000
Miscellaneous Revenue $ 13,000 Ambulance Revenue $300,000
Auto Reg Fees $ 18,000 Ambulance Service Fees $ 15,000
Plumbing Permits $ 10,000 Fire Service Fees $ 30,000
Building Permits $ 20,000 LRAP $ 75,000
Planning Board Fees $ 2,000 Solid Waste Service Fees ~ $275,000
Cannabis Permits $ 5,000 Recreation Fees $ 19,000
General Assistance $ 1,000 Veteran’s Exempt $ 1,000
Tree Growth $ 25,000 Recycling Fees $ 10,000
Gould Academy Donation  $ 11,000 Scale Revenue $160,000
Airport Gas $ 45,000

Total Estimated Anticipated Revenues $1,960,000

Given under our hands this 20th day of May 2026

SELECT BOARD

/Y W Faye Christoforo
L
l&ﬂi@hﬂlﬂl@ﬂ&l\/ﬁchﬁﬂe Varuolo Cole

Patricia McCartney
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RESIDENT’S RETURN

[ certify that I have notified the voters of the Town of Bethel of the time and place of the Annual
Town Meeting/Secret Ballot Election, June 9 and 10, 2026, by posting an attested copy of the
Town Meeting warrant at the Bethel Town Office being public and conspicuous within the Town
of Bethel, on May 29, 2026, which is at least 7 days prior to the start date of the Annual Town
Meeting/Secret Ballot Election.

Signed this o Q day of May 2026.
7 : aA

Krigty Agujlar

Resident of Bethel

True Copy:

"%4-&1 R ‘{Lﬂ-—@rfi{

Tracy Walker, Town Clerk
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GREETINGS:

In the name of the State of Maine, you are hereby required to notify and warn the inhabitants of
the Town of Bethel, in said County and State, qualified by law to vote in Town affairs, to meet at
the American Legion Mundt-Allen Post 81, 85 Vernon Street, in said Town on Tuesday, the 9™
day of June, A.D. 2026 at eight o’clock in the forenoon, then and there to act upon Article 1 and
by secret ballot on Article 2 as set out below; the polling hours therefore to be from 8:00 a.m.
until 8:00 p.m.

And, to notify and warn said inhabitants to meet in person at the Crescent Park School Gymnasium,
19 Crescent Street in said Town on Wednesday the 10 of June, A.D. 2026 at 6:00 p.m., then
and there to act on Article 3 through 48 as set out below, to wit:

Article 1. To elect, by written ballot, a moderator to preside at said meeting.
o Article 1 begins June 9" when Town Clerk, Tracy Walker, reads the above
“GREETINGS” at 8:00 a.m. followed by reading Article 1, to open the voting, by written
ballot, to elect a moderator to preside at the 2-day (Bifurcated) town meeting.

Article 2. To elect all Municipal Officers, Assessors, and School Board Directors that are
required to be elected.
o Article 2 provides ballot voting from 8:00 AM until 8:00 PM after the Moderator has

been elected. Voters were also able to vote by absentee ballot 30 days prior to June 9"
and up to the end of day June 4™.

Article 3. To see if the Town will vote to amend Code Chapter 5. Administration, §5-21-C:
The Town Manager shall have the power to appoint, and remove as necessary, the
various department heads and all Town employees in accordance with provisions
of Title 30-A of the Maine Revised Statutes, Section 2636 and the Personnel Policy.

o Article 3 is recommended by the Town Manager. The change adds the state statue to
this Code. The underlined section shows the change added and is printed in Article 3 of

the warrant. The full §5-21-C is included in the Reference Material.

Article 4. To see if the Town will vote to amend Code Chapter 5. Administration, §5-37-C:
Expenditures shall be summarized by department. For the purpose of this
configuration, departments of Assessing, Town Clerk, Finance and Planning and
Development will be considered subdepartment expenditures of one Administrative
Budget. Subdepartment expenditures shall be further broken down and presented
in a line-item format, with categorical consistency and uniformity across all
departments, to the extent it is practical. Those expenditures which cannot be
classified within a department summary shall nevertheless be grouped with
expenditures of generally common purpose, or identified separately, as determined
by the Town Manager. In all cases, the presentation of expenditures within the
budget shall be clear and concise.

o Article 4 is recommended by the Town Manager. The change allows the Town Manager

to prepare one line-item Administrative Budget that includes the 7 staff working in sub-




departments in the administrative office to include Assessing, Town Clerk, Finance, and
Planning and Development instead of preparing five separate budgets to include
Administrative, Assessing, Town Clerk, Finance, and Planning and Development. The
Town Manager is also the Tax Collector and Treasurer and oversees these positions that
share duties in more than one sub-depariment. This will continue to provide
transparency in addition to providing a more efficient and time-consuming process that
will avoid duplicating line items when preparing the budget. The underlined section
shows the change added and is printed in Article 3 of the warrant. The full §5-37-C is
included in the Reference Material.

Article 5. To see if the Town will vote to amend Code Chapter 5. Administration. §5-40:

The warrant of the Annual Town Meeting shall also be prepared to include separate
articles for each departmental appropriation. Nondepartmental appropriations of
similar purpose may be grouped into a single warrant article, at the discretion of
the Select Board. i fati i

?

iele- Except for the Administrative Budget

as referenced in §5-37.

o Article 5 is recommended by the Town Manager. The change will allow one warrant

article for the administrative budget to be voted on instead of voting on five separate
warrant articles that require five separate budgets. The underlined section shows the
change added and the section showing the language with the line striking out the
language is printed in Article 3 of the warrant. The full §5-40-C is included in the
Reference Material.

Article 6. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $792,893 for the

Administration Department. The Administration Department includes the Town
Manager, Town Clerk, Assessor, Finance, Planning and CEO. (FY26: $738,124).
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.

o Article 6 includes the 7 town office staff, 1 new part-time position, stipends for Assessors,

Select Board, School Board and Planning Beard. Includes ail contracts and office
equipment and supplies used by all staff.

Article 7. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $10,904 for the

Animal Control Department. (FY26: $10,867).
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.

o Article 7 includes all expenses for the Animal Control Department.

Article 8. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $695,950 for the

Oxford County Patrol Coverage. (FY26: $673,865).
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend putting the article on the
warrant.
Select Board Do Not Recommend Approval
Budget Committee Recommend Approval

(¥5)



o Article 8 includes Patrol Coverage provided by Oxford County Sheriff’s Department.
Includes 4 deputies assigned to 24-7 coverage in Bethel. They have a sub-station located
in the Norway Savings Bank building. The $695,950 includes $171,488.66 per deputy

from July 1, 2026, to December 31, 2026, and $176,486.57 per deputy from January 1,
2027, to June 30, 2027.

Article 9. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $324,524 for the
Fire Department. (FY26: $322,966).

Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.
o Article 9 includes all wages for a stipend Chief, firefighters, officer stipends, equipment,
supplies, and all operating expenses.

Article 10.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $637,452 for the
Ambulance Department. (FY26: $617,849).
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.
o Article 10 includes wages for a Full-Time Chief to be hired after July 1, 2026, officer
stipends, paramedics, all levels of rescue personnel, supplies, equipment, contracted
services, and all operating expenses.

Article 11, To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $567,271 for the
Solid Waste Department. (FY26:592,473).
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.

o Article 11 includes wages for 3 part-time and 1 spare crew. Includes all tipping (disposal)
and hauling fees for MSW, construction debris, metal, tires, and zero sort recycling at
the Transfer Station facility; equipment, supplies, repair, maintenance, operating
expenses. As noted in the Tri-Town Interlocal Agreement, Bethel’s share of this budget
is 54%, Newry reimburses Bethel for 40% and Hanover reimburses Bethel for 6%. full
The reimbursement received from Newry and Hanover is applied to the revenue account.

Article 12.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $200,000 for the
disposal fee of Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) collected in Casella Dumpsters and
MSW picked up curbside by Casella. (Note: The customer will pay Casella for the
curbside and dumpster service). (FY26: $300,000).
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.
o Article 12 includes the tipping fee (disposal) for all dumpsters and curbside pickup by
Casella for Bethel. The hauling fee is paid for by the Bethel residents and businesses
contracting with Casella.

Article 13.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $809,897 for the
Public Works Department. (FY26: $781,859).
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.
o Article 13 includes wages for 6 full-time crew, all plowing, hauling snow, town and
cemetery mowing, winter sand, salt, maintenance, repair, gas, diesel, contracts, stump
disposal, and all operating costs.



Article 14.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $34,598 for the
Town Office Facility. (FY26: $35,965).
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.
o Article 14 includes water, sewer, electric, heating, cleaning services, maintenance and

repairs for the town office and former Citizen offices.

Article 15.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $29,090 for the
Fire Station Facility. (FY26: $27,460).
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.
o Article 15 includes water, sewer, electric, heating, maintenance and repairs.

Article 16.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $19,400 for the
Town Garage Facility. (FY26: $22,300).
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.
o Article 16 includes water, electric, heating, maintenance and repair.

Article 17.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $18,780 for the
Ambulance Building Facility. (FY26: $19,670).
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.
o Article 17 includes water, sewer, electric, heating, maintenance and repair, contracted

services.

Article 18.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $4,000 for
General Assistance. (FY26: $4,000).
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.

o Article 18 includes expenses for General Assistance for qualified residents. The state
reimburses 70% of expenses paid for assistance.

Article 19, To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $105,179 for the
Recreation Department. (FY26: $77,344).
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.

o Article 19 includes a part-time Recreation Director, new position for a part-time
assistant and temporary staff for a proposed ice rink warming hut, contracted services
for the registration program, swimming program, baseball, softball, basketball, soccer
football, cheering, pre-k programs, track and field and pickleball.

Article 20.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $9,539 for
Angevine Park. (FY26: $15,007).
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.
o Article 20 includes daily wages for 2 Park Monitors rotating days to open and close park
from Memorial Day to Labor Day (13 weeks). Cleans bath house and grounds daily,

water and electric, trash pickup, maintenance and repair, water testing.

Article 21.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $21,150 for the
Fountain, Park, and Cemetery. (FY26: $17,735).
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.
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o Article 21 includes Davis Park and Pathway complex, portable toilets, chips for
playground, trash pickup, poison ivy control, Veterans markers, and flags for gravesites,
town flags, Common and Fountain maintenance, and cemetery maintenance.

Article 22.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $22,500 for the
Bethel Library. (FY26: $20,500).
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.
s Article 22 is for the local funding request from the Bethel Library for operations.

Article 23.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $15,000 for the
Museums of the Bethel Historical Society for operations. (FY26: $15,000).
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.
o Article 23 is for the local funding request from the Bethel Historical Society for
operations.

Article 24.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $600 for the
Museums of the Bethel Historical Society for a band for the July 4™ Picnic.
(FY26: $600).
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.
o Article 24 is for the local funding request from the Bethel Historical Society for the band

and picnic for the 4" of July.

Article 25.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $20,000 for the
Food Pantry District Exchange. (FY26: $20,000).
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.
o Article 25 is for the local funding request from the Food Pantry District Exchange.

Article 26.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $1,000 for
Project Graduation. (FY26: $1,000).
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.
o Article 26 is for the local funding request for Telstar Project Graduation.

Article 27.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $1,200 for the
Age Friendly Community Initiative (AFCI). (FY26: $1,200).
Select Board Recommend, Budget Committee Doesn’t Recommend Approval.
o Article 27 is for the local funding request from AFCI.

Article 28.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $4,000 for
Seniors Plus. (FY26: $4,000).
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.
o Article 28 is for Seniors Plus, an agency providing services to Bethel residents.

Article 29.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $4,000 for
Community Concepts. (FY26: $4,900).
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.
o Article 29 is for Community Concepts, an agency providing services to Bethel residents.

6



Article 30.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $2,212 for Andwell
Health Partners, (formerly Androscoggin Home Healthcare).
(FY26: No Request)
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.
o Article 30 is for Andwell Health Partners, (formerly Androscoggin Home Health) an
agency providing services to Bethel residents.

Article 31.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $750 for the Cancer
Center of Western Maine.
(FY26: No Request)
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.
o Article 31 is for the Cancer Center, an agency providing services to Bethel residents.

Article 32.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $53,750 for
Municipal Property & Casualty Insurance. (FY26: $52,200).
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.
o Article 32 is for Property & Casualty, and Public Officials Liability insurance and
Volunteer insurance.

Article 33.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $796,306 for
Employee Benefits. (FY26: $623,590).

Health Insurance $454,136
Worker’s Compensation $ 49,500
Unemployment Insurance $ 3,000
Social Security/FICA $135,449
Paid Family Medical Leave $ 8,853
MEPERS Retirement $ 89,276
FD Accident & Sickness Ins. $ 1.650
Rescue Medical, MEPERS, Taxes § 54.442

$796,306

Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.
o Article 33 includes all employee benefits the town pays for except the WWTP that is
included in the WWTP budget that is reviewed and approved by the Select Board.
Employee benefits are broken down by category in Article 33 above.

Article 34.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $196,033 for the
Airport Department. (FY26: $282,688).
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.
o Article 34 includes the Deputy Manager stipend and part-time wage for the Airport
Assistant, snow removal, mowing, aviation fuel, utilities for water and electric; heating
fuel, maintenance, repair, Airport liability insurance, and contracted services.



Article 35.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $1,049,225 for
Capital Improvements. (FY26: $1,283,850)

PWD Vehicle Reserve

PWD Equipment Reserve

TS Buildings & Grounds Reserve
Rescue Vehicle & Equipment Reserve
Rescue Buildings & Grounds Reserve
Fire Dept Vehicle Reserve

Fire Dept Equipment Reserve 5,000
Fire Dept Buildings & Grounds Reserve 20,000

$ 135,000
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
Airport Equipment/Building/Grounds Reserve $ 22,000
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

25,000
30,000
100,000
10,000
125,000

Town Share of MEDOT Sidewalk Grants 80,225
Town Share of FAA/MEDOT Grant Reserve 12,500
Office Equipment Reserve 5,000
Revaluation Reserve 22,500
Comprehensive Plan Update 40,000

Cemetery Restoration Reserve 15,000
Road Improvements 367,000
Drainage Improvements 10,000
Sidewalk Maintenance $ 25,000
Total Capital Improvements $1,049,225

Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.
o Article 35 includes all reserve and capital expenses for FY27 of the 5-year Capital Plan.

The above list includes annual appropriations for major projects that budget annually r
until the money is available to make the purchase needed or for a one-time purchase of
over $5,000. The Capital projects are reviewed annually by the Town Manager,
Department Heads, and the CIP Commiftee prior to being added to the 5-year Capital
Plan. This allows budgeting annually to save for replacing vehicles and equipment and
major purchases. Prioritizing replacements may change annually based on an
unexpected need.

Article 36, To see if the Town will vote to appropriate and spend the overlay generated during
the 2027 fiscal year to pay for tax abatements.

o Overlay is an extra, designated amount built into the municipality annual property tax

levy. It is designed to cover uncollected taxes, property value assessment errors, and

approved tax abatements or exemptions throughout the budget year.

Article 37.  To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select Board or the Town Manager,
acting in concurrence with said Select Board, to accept and expend, on behalf of
the Town, Federal and/or State funds which may be received, from time to time, in
the form of grants or for any other purpose, including, but not limited to Municipal
Revenue Sharing, Local Road Assistance, State Aid to Education, State Aid per
capita, Civil Emergency Funds, Snowmobiling Registration money, Tree Growth
Reimbursement money, General Assistance Reimbursement, Community



Development Block Grant (CDBG), Economic Development Administration
(EDA) grants, Federal Emergency Management Administration (FEMA) grants,
Northern Border Regional Commission (NBRC) grants, U.S. Fire Administration
grants, and to act on anything relative thereto.

o Allows the Select Board or the Town Manager, acting in concurrence with the Select

Board, to accept and expend funds from the above organizations or other related
organizations without having to schedule a special town meeting to accept and expend
Sfunds.

Article 38.  To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Treasurer to waive the automatic
foreclosure of a tax lien mortgage by recording a waiver of foreclosure at the
Registry of Deeds in which the tax lien certificate is recorded prior to the expiration
of the right of redemption pursuant to 36 M.R.S. §944 upon a finding by the Select
Board that ownership of the property that is subject to the tax lien mortgage would
be contrary to the Town’s best interest.
o Prevents the Town from being liable for foreclosed property.

Article 39. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select Board to make final

determinations regarding the closing or opening of roads for winter maintenance
pursuant to 23 M.R.S. § 2953.
o Approval required by statue to close Town roads to winter maintenance.

Article 40.  To see if the Town will vote to establish the rate of interest at 3.0% for those who
have received an abatement or have overpaid their taxes for the fiscal year 2026~

2027 pursuant to 36 M.R.S. §506-A.
o Interest rate charged on delinguent property taxes set by State Treasurer at 7.0%. The

rate of interest for abated or overpayment of taxes may not exceed the interest rate
established by the municipality for delinquent taxes nor may it be less than that rate
reduced by 4 percentage poinits.

Article 41.  To see if the Town will permit the Tax Collector or the designee to waive
unintentional tax interest payment shortages in an amount not to exceed $5.00.
o Waives the lien process if there is a balance of $5.00 or less.

Article 42.  To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Tax Collector to accept prepayments
of taxes not yet committed and to pay no interest on those prepayments in

accordance with 36 M.R.S. §506.
o Allows the Town to collect tax payments before being committed and to pay no interest

on prepayments.

Article 43.  To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select Board to spend unexpended
FY2026 Capital Improvement Road Funds, and any other previous years’ Capital
Improvement Road Funds, to fund remaining projects on the Road Improvement
List.
o Allows balance to be carried forward to the next year.



Article 44.  To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the franchise fees received from the
cable companies to Western Hills Access Television (W.H.A.T.) to broadcast local
content and continue to keep the station running for the benefit of the Greater
Community.

e Franchise fees are estimated to be $15,000.

Article 45.  To see if the Town will appropriate 100% of State snowmobile refund to the
Greenstock Snow Sports Snowmobile Club for the purpose of maintaining
snowmobile trails connecting West Bethel to Bryant Pond and beyond. Such
maintenance is to be performed only with the landowners’ permission and only on
trails that are open for public use.

o Estimated to be $1,000.

Article 46.  To see if the Town will appropriate from Undesignated Fund balance the overdrafts
to Town Accounts as of June 30, 2026.
o FY26 accounts unintentionally overdrawn will be balanced with Undesignated Funds.

Article47.  To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $500,000 from its
Undesignated Fund balance to reduce the FY2027 property tax commitment.
Select Board and Budget Committee Recommend Approval.
e The undesignated fund balance will support using this amount.

Article 48. To see if the Town will accept estimated revenues, including, but not limited to,
federal, state, local, non-property tax revenues, and undesignated donations, to
reduce the FY2027 property tax commitment, as described below.

Category Estimated 2027 Category Estimated 2026
Auto Excise $750,000 Airport Snow Removal $ 9,000
Interest on Taxes $ 20,000 Airport Hangar Leases $ 8,000
[nvestment Interest $ 90,000 Airport Misc Revenue $ 1,000
Town Clerk Fees $ 6,000 Maine Energy Mortgage $ 41,000
Miscellaneous Revenue $ 13,000 Ambulance Revenue $300,000
Auto Reg Fees $ 18,000 Ambulance Service Fees $ 15,000
Plumbing Permits $ 10,000 Fire Service Fees $ 30,000
Building Permits $ 20,000 LRAP $ 75,000
Planning Board Fees $ 2,000 Solid Waste Service Fees $175,000
Cannabis Permits $ 5,000 Recreation Fees $ 19,000
General Assistance § 1,000 Veteran’s Exempt $ 1,000
Tree Growth $ 25,000 Recycling Fees $ 10,000
Gould Academy Donation  § 11,000 Scale Revenue $160,000
Airport Gas $ 45,000

Total Estimated Anticipated Revenues $1,860,000

o This represents an estimate of revenues received as of the end of April. The actual
revenue used when calculating the mil rate in September will be based on actual revenue
received at the end of FY26 fiscal year.
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§ 5-21. General organization.

A.

The local government shall be generally organized into departments for the purpose of
meeting the Town's goals and providing community services.

The Town Manager shall be charged with overall supervision and coordination of the
departments, for the benefit of the community.

The Town Manager shall have the power to appoint, and remove as necessary, the various
department heads and all Town employees in accordance with provisions of Title 30-A of
the Maine Revised Statutes, Section 2636 and the Personnel Policy. [Amended 6-11-2003]

The Personnel Policy, and respective standard operating procedures of the Fire and
Ambulance Departments, shall contain provisions for the removal of the heads and all other
members of the Fire and Ambulance Departments by the Town Manager.

Article 4

§ 5-37. Budget configuration.

A.

The Town Manager shall be responsible for the initial preparation and proposal of a
comprehensive, annual municipal budget and capital plan for the coming fiscal year. The
budget and capital plan shall be due to the Select Board and Budget Committee as provided in
§ 5-20A. The budget document shall contain balancing revenue and expenditure statements
and a letter of transmittal. Other information deemed necessary to conduct proper review of
the document may also be included directly within the budget. [Amended 6-11-2003; 6-12-
2024 ATM by Art. 12]

Revenues shall be clearly identified and presented in separate categories, to the greatest
practical extent. With the exception of revenue sources created by statute, all general fund
revenues received by the Town shall be determined solely by policies authorized by the Select
Board and reflected in the Town of Bethel Fee Schedule. [Amended 6-13-2001]

Expenditures shall be summarized by department. For the purpose of this configuration,
departments of Assessing, Town Clerk, Finance and Planning and Development will be
considered subdepartment expenditures of one Administrative Budget. Subdepartment
expenditures shall be further broken down and presented in a line-item format, with
categorical consistency and uniformity across all departments, to the extent it is practical.
Those expenditures which cannot be classified within a department summary shall
nevertheless be grouped with expenditures of generally common purpose, or identified
separately, as determined by the Town Manager. In all cases, the presentation of expenditures
within the budget shall be clear and concise.



Arkietes
§ 5-40. Town Meeting procedures.

A. Town Meetings may be called at any time, for the consideration of any appropriation or
other lawful purpose, in accordance with statutory procedures. The Annual Town Meeting
for consideration of the municipal budget for the coming fiscal year shall be held in June
on a date(s) determined by the Select Board.

B. The warrant of the Annual Town Meeting referenced above shall, at a minimum, be
prepared to include at least three separate articles which address each of the following
actions: [Amended 6-13-2001]

(1) Ratification of overdrafts in the current fiscal year itemized by department.

(2) An acceptance of estimated state/federal revenues to reduce the tax commitment,
local non-property tax revenues created by statute or Select Board's policy to reduce
the tax commitment, and an acceptance of funds voluntarily offered to the Town to
reduce the tax commitment.

(3) An appropriation of existing undesignated funds to reduce the tax commitment.

C. The warrant of the Annual Town Meeting shall also be prepared to include separate
articles for each departmental appropriation. Nondepartmental appropriations of similar
purpose may be grouped into a single warrant article, at the discretion of the Select Board.

single-article. Except for the Administrative Budget as referenced in §5-37.

D. The warrant of the Annual Town Meeting may contain an article establishing an
appropriation for contingency expenses which may be encountered during the fiscal year.
Ifapproved, expenditures against this appropriation shall be approved by the Select Board
regardless of the amount.

----- = > - - O

E. Appropriations which are designated in the capital portion of the budget shall be presented
on the Town Meeting warrant in one or more separate articles, as determined by the Select
Board.

F. Appropriations for payment of the Town's existing debt obligations shall be presented in
one or more separate articles, as determined by the Select Board.

G. Authorization of the Town to incur additional debt shall be presented in one or more
separate articles, as determined by the Select Board.

H. All other appropriations, authorizations, ordinance enactments, ordinance repeals and
ordinance amendments shall be presented in separate articles such that each article
contains only one general subject for consideration.



frficle. 35 MRS Title 36, §944. FORECLOSURE FOR EQUITABLE RELIEF, PROCEDURE

§944. Foreclosure for equitable relief, procedure

A tax lien mortgage filed in accordance with sections 942 and 943 may be foreclosed by an action
for equitable relief in the following manner.

1. Waiver of foreclosure. The municipal treasurer, when so authorized by the inhabitants of the
municipality, or in the case of a city by the legislative body thereof, may waive the foreclosure of a tax
lien mortgage by recording a waiver of foreclosure in the registry of deeds in which the tax lien
certificate is recorded before the right of redemption therefrom shall have expired.

The tax lien mortgage, after the recording of such waiver, shall then continue to be in full force and
effect.

2. Form. The waiver of foreclosure must be substantially in the following form:

The foreclosure of the tax lien mortgage on real estate for a tax assessed against ............. [
dated . (name) (name of municipality) and recorded in ..... registry of deeds in Book ...., Page ....
is hereby waived.

Dated this ....... date of ...... 20..

................. AB. ...
Treasurer of ..........
State of Maine
................. Ss. DM | | 15
Then personally appeared the above named ............ AB. Treasurer and acknowledged the
foregoing instrument to be a free act and deed in the Treasurer's said capacity.

Before me, covvveveeveeeeerrrennnes

Notary Public

The form required by this subsection must be dated, signed by the treasurer or bear the treasurer's
facsimile signature and notarized.

A charge to the municipality of 50¢ for the waiver of foreclosure and the charges of the registry of
deeds for the recording of the waiver in accordance with the fees set forth in Title 33, section 751,

subsection 1 must be included in the amount secured by the tax lien mortgage.
[PL 2011, c. 104, §2 (AMD).]

3. Foreclosure of tax lien mortgage. If said tax lien mortgage together with interest and costs
shall not be paid within 6 months after the date of recording the waiver of foreclosure thereof, the tax
lien mortgage may be foreclosed in an action for equitable relief.

4. Right of redemption. In such action the court shall provide a period for the exercise of the
right of redemption from the tax lien mortgage which shall expire in not less than 90 days from the
decree of the court and in no event before the expiration of 18 months from the date of filing of the tax
lien certificate in the registry of deeds as provided in section 942.

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1981, c. 557, §4 (AMD). PL 1987, c. 736, §57 (AMD). PL 2011, c. 104, §2 (AMD).
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§2953. Closing of roads in winter

1. Announcement of winter closing of roads. The municipal officers may on their own initiative,
or upon petition by 7 legal voters of the municipality, at any time between May 1st and October Ist of
any year, set forth that any road or roads, or portion thereof, in the municipality are so located with
reference to population, use and travel thereon, that it is unnecessary to keep the road or roads
maintained and open for travel during the months of November, December, January, February, March
and April or any part of these months.

[PL 1981, c. 215 (NEW).]

2. Notice and hearing. Prior to an announcement under subsection 1, the municipal officers shall
hold a hearing on the proposed winter closing of a road or roads or portion thereof. The municipal
officers shall place a written notice of the hearing in some conspicuous, public place in the municipality
at least 7 days before the hearing.

[PL 1981, c. 215 (NEW).]

3. Order of closing. After a hearing under subsection 2, the municipal officers shall file with the
municipal clerk any order specifying the location of the road, the months or portions thereof for which
it is to be closed and for how many years, not to exceed 10, the closing shall be operative. The legislative
body of the municipality shall by vote either approve each order or provide that orders so made by the
municipal officers shall be a final determination.

[PL 1981, c. 215 (NEW).]

4. Alteration of order. The municipal officers may on their own initiative, or upon petition by 7
legal voters of the municipality, at any time subsequent to one year from the date of a final
determination, after notice and hearing, annul, alter or modify the original determination, The municipal
officers shall file with the municipal clerk an order specifying any decision to annul, alter or modify,
which shall not become final until the legislative body of the municipality by vote either approves each
order or provides that orders so made by the municipal officers are a final determination.

[PL 1981, c. 215 (NEW).]

5. Appeal. The final determination by the legislative body or the municipal officers may be
appealed to the board of county commissioners of the county in which the municipality lies, upon
petition by 7 legal voters of the municipality within 30 days after the final determination is made. In an
appeal before a board of county commissioners, the decision of the commissioners shall be governed
by the standards set forth in this section.

[PL 1981, c. 215 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1979, c. 410 (RPR). PL 1979, c. 597, §§1,2 (AMD). PL 1981, c. 215 (RPR).
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Article Ho MRS Title 36, §506-A. OVERPAYMENT OF TAXES

§506-A. Overpayment of taxes

Except as provided in section 506, a taxpayer who pays an amount in excess of that finally assessed
must be repaid the amount of the overpayment plus interest from the date of overpayment at a rate to
be established by the municipality. The rate of interest may not exceed the interest rate established by
the municipality for delinquent taxes nor may it be less than that rate reduced by 4 percentage points.
If a municipality fails to establish a rate of interest for overpayments of taxes, it shall pay interest at the
rate it has established for delinquent taxes. [PL 2019, c. 379, Pt. A, §3 (AMD).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1985, c. 333, §§2,3 (NEW). PL 1995, c. 57, §5 (AMD). PL 2009, c. 434, §14 (AMD). PL
2019, c. 379, Pt. A, §3 (AMD).
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Ariicle 40

TREASURER PERRY REDUCES
INTEREST RATE ON DELINQUENT
PROPERTY TAXES

January 9, 2026
TREASURER PERRY REDUCES INTEREST RATE ON DELINQUENT PROPERTY TAXES

Augusta, ME: Augusta, ME — Today, Treasurer Joe Perry announced that the interest rate charged on
delinquent property taxes will be reduced from 7.5% to 7.0%. For taxable year 2026, the maximum
interest rate that a municipality may charge for delinquent property taxes is 7.0%. Municipalities may
vote to determine the rate of interest that shall apply to taxes that become delinquent during a taxable
year until those taxes are paid in full.

Statutory background: The maximum rate of interest that can be charged is governed by Title 36 M.R.S.

Section 505(4):

“The maximum rate of interest must be established by the Treasurer of State and may not exceed the
prime rate as published in the Wall Street Journal on the first business day of the calendar year, rounded
up to the next whole percent plus 3 percentage points. The Treasurer of State shall post that rate of
interest on the Treasurer of State's publicly accessible website on or before January 20th of each year.
The interest must be added to and become part of the taxes.”

About OST: The Office of the State Treasurer provides state agencies with efficient banking and financial
services, which include revenue collection, payment issuance, reconciliation, and trust management.
The Office also manages state investments and debt payments and issuance, ensuring that bonds
authorized by voters are efficiently sold in the marketplace to provide funding for capital projects
statewide. Over $390 million in unclaimed funds for Maine residents are managed by the Office of the
Treasurer. FMI, www.maine.gov/treasurer




Brricde 4R MRS Title 36, §506. PREPAYMENT OF TAXES

§506. Prepayment of taxes

Municipalities at any properly called meeting may authorize their tax collectors or treasurers to
accept prepayment of taxes not yet committed and to pay interest on these prepayments, if any is
authorized, at a rate not exceeding 8% per year; municipalities are not obligated to authorize the
payment of interest on taxes prepaid under this section. Any excess paid in over the amount finally
committed must be repaid, with the interest due on the whole transaction, at the date that the tax finally
committed is due and payable. [PL 1993, c. 422, §2 (AMD).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1993, c. 422, §2 (AMD).
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